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BURRUP PENINSULA — ROCK ART COMPOUND GRAVEYARD 

1446. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Environment 

Regarding the Depertment of Environment and Conservation (DEC) access to the ‘Rock Art Compound’, 
Graveyard, on the Burrup (Murujuga) Peninsula, I ask - 

(1) Have DEC officers or contractors accessed and maintained  this location on the Burrup Peninsula in the 
period from January 2008 to the present? 

(2) If no to (1), has the DEC been informed of officers of other Departments, or contractors to other 
Departments, accessing or maintaining this site during that period? 

(3) If yes to (1) — 

(a) how many DEC officers or contractors have accessed and/or maintained these sites, how often 
did this occur and for what purposes 

(b) how were any findings, especially negative ones, conveyed to the traditional owners; and 

(c) are negotiations underway to transfer custodianship and management of this location to the 
Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation (MAC)? 

(4) If yes to (2), who were the other officers or contractors that had accessed and/or maintained this site and 
how often did this occur and for what purposes? 

(5) If no to (3) (c), is the Minister aware of plans to undertake negotiations with the MAC with regards to 
custodianship of this site? 

Hon DONNA FARAGHER replied: 

(1) No. 

(2) Yes. 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4) Robert Brock, Senior Heritage Officer, Department of Indigenous Affairs, has accessed the compound 
on two occasions since January 2008.  

On the first occasion Mr Brock was accompanied by Mr Ken Mulvaney who assisted in identifying a 
specific rock art motif. 

Mr Brock entered the compound again during 15-19 June 2009 to undertake weed control and was 
assisted by a male-only work crew from a Roebourne-based Aboriginal organisation in full consultation 
with the relevant Aboriginal groups (Yaburara Mardudhunera, Wong-goo-tt-oo and Ngarluma 
Aboriginal Corporation). 

It should be noted that access is limited to males due to cultural sensitivities. 

(5) The 'Rock Art Compound' is vested in the WA Museum and managed on their behalf by the 
Department of Indigenous Affairs in collaboration with local Aboriginal men. I am not aware of plans 
to transfer custodianship of the site to the Murujuga Aboriginal Corporation in the near future.  

 


